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|n dian Village Discovered S' 

frruri m t, thick 
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^sPP^rkaded Indian vll ‘ 

ftf’le s,0 ^i inhabited about 

,*£>* approximately 

been unearthed 
•te 1 * 00 ? Kts excavating for 
^° ? n s and artifacts in 

jfiw*. a McCord, ar- 
I*, tfo* ard ihp virginlaState 

i-rSfio--. «ld Frl- 

£>f//e didn’t expect to 
' tM ' , ne as big as this in 
‘ + < noti>* d,at a village 
* » r f' unUSU ally large. He 
tf^vious digg^ in the area 
^ Pf Jeaied small clusters of 
\f* r ®e„ “wigwams” or Indian 

is located in a corn- 
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T uon the banks of the Jack- 
in Bath County, about 

Presbyterian Circles 
plan November Meets 

JKUTEHEY - The Women's 
Circles pi the Monterey Group 
af Presbyterian Churches have 
! sdaduled the following meetings 
fcr November: 

Moaterey afternoon circles, 
Tiesday, Nov. 6, at 2 p.m. with 
Mrs. Holmes Stephenson and 
Miss Isabel Sparrow; Beulah clr- 
% Wednesday , Nov. 7, at 2 p.m. 
£ tb manse with Mrs. G. Wil- 
Gray; Pisgah circle, Sun- 
*?, s <> v . 11, at 2 p.m. at the 
•Stoat Dudley home; Monte- 
*1 efesiAg circle, Wednesday, 
^ at 7;30 p.m. at the 
?*/* Hull home, and Crab 
-Ircle, Wednesday, Nov 
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a mile ,rom the Alleghanv C oun 
t> line, and will be under 
feet of water bv iq 7 Tt! 75 
Gathrlght Dam Is f L sh !L * he 
then, as scheduled - 

‘•dig” °is d -T? J S «■***“»« 
g is part of a statewide 

O I p f' ned b > the Virginia 
State Library, which hopes to 

excavate and study all preliis- 
torical Indian traces before the 
Gathright area Is flooded by the 
dam. He remarked: ‘‘We know 
of three or four more sites, and 
the clearing of surrounding for¬ 
est may reveal others. This is 
the third site we've dug in this 
area, but the only one which Is 
a complete stockaded village/’ 
The other sites, McCord con¬ 
tinued, “were only clusters of 
a few wigwam 'or lodge sites. 
These lodges were made by put¬ 
ting tree trunks In the ground 
like posts, bending the thinner 
tops to form a dome, and then 
covering with bark. The houses 
ranged from 12 to 24 feet in 
diameter, presumably varying 
with the number of inhabitants/' 
Noting that the village dates back 
to before the Jamestown settle¬ 
ment, McCord said the tribes 
there Indians belonged to and 
the language they spole Is un¬ 
known. He commented: **Wehope 
that with digging at other sites 
In the state and in adjoining states 
especially West Virginia, we can 
eventually indentify them with a 
particular tribe by similar pot¬ 
tery or burial customs/' 
Commenting — the n {e style of 

*mc village’s Inhabitants, McCord 
said: “These Indians were a„ 

agricultural people, but they also 
hunted, fished and 'rappedJo- 
meat and they gathered nub, 
berries and other edible vege 
table food In nearby Mils. They 
probably grew tobacco, be * _ 

w,. found a fragment om« nd 

, *" M ' " " , S Sr“ of scrap 

Ihr<*»* beads and * l I .. 

coH- r. but we .hint h.nw- ” » 
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white man, McCorrt sxd , ,.o 
,hl ' hoi ps (ound w ,L 1<k " n * 

s *dp arountt 
1* was 215 fpp. ... 

">e e ldencp t„ «’ dUn,p 'er and 
was ltvl?, todtcalps lhpviu. li e 

wa.- m«l tn brlpfiv for is 1101 
as three \ P , K rl 1 lUtU ‘ 
of a palish ir^, lhe e *lstence 
^ I 3 ’- "'ey had 

they feared, he sa£ 

McCord also noted that the rela- 
* VP ' i !p * hurt*! sites Indicate a 
* , rt sta >' tn the area, “which 
raises the interesting questitvn 
of where did they con. from to 
set here ami where did they go 
when they left? There is no in¬ 
dication of the palisades being 
burned by attackers, because then 
we would have found embers in 
the post holes we have uncover¬ 
ed/’ 

He said the 11 skeletons un 
earthed to date at the site ln- 
cluede one of an old woman, 
"probably an old hag'*, burled 
with a complete cooking pot, 
which infers a belief by the 
tribe in an afterlife. The pot 
presumably contained food for 
the soul of the departed when it 
was first buried. The skeleton of 
a child between one and two 
years of age was found burled 
with a tnt!£Sii«£i scoop with it, 
which may also have once con¬ 
tained food. 


itiountain Grove Man |jf c 
Charged After Accident m. 

MOUNTAIN GROVE a Moun- m( 
tain Grove man was charged > to 
^ate Trooper Tex Chapman with gu : 
j .// „tT a revoked license, a d, 
reckless driving and drunk In sk 
mi., following a one-vehlc de 
public /° 1I0 „, JL approximately „o 

accident on RL 600 appr 

4 2 miles north of here a 

6:15 P.m. Saturday. ^ 

i'h imuan said a jei 

i roopp;r I ‘ rlvt , n „J Vincent rej 

K ° r Warwick struck a tree aiui 


dant v 

thick 

feted 

blue )i 
The 
tently 
broke. 
Hn^sS 
cal f 
an«i c 

Kttnt'j 

nier, 

and i 

Vurni 

Br. l 

the* 

U is 

die i 

little 

lay*] 

sifi«* 

part 

brol 

look 

V 

was 

To it 
day? 
calc 
Th 
inyj 
pen 
It 
how 
at 
thn 
vel 


Gray . lhe ( , u .k. 

turned over. Murguerlty 

»»“ r ‘-.", 




..Iso of 


UtM 



THIS Ol I) Mil.I located south of Healing Springs at the Helniintoller of Hot Springs. The 1893 photo comes from the 

-**urrt- of the ('asrades Stream, near the site of the present collection of the Bath County Historical Society, 

t a**radcs (*|ub. was operated by the parents of Mrs. Ralph 
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Opry Star’s Murder Saddens Highlander 


Hf APW ATTHS - The murder 

v < #**>| weefcetKi of Grand Ole 
Of*) >ur David “Strtogbean” 
Akemar, and his wife at their 
*©»t imar Nashville, Tenn., 
brought a note of sadness to at 
.me 1 eadwaters resident 
wIk> knew him. 

*■» truly am sorry,” said Mrs. 
O. R. McCray, who has played 
the banjo with Strlngbean and 
called Mm ' one of the best/ 1 

Strtrifbean and his close friend 
L. M. *‘Grandpa” Jones were to 
h* «e left Nashville Sunday mor- 
aing for a hunting trip to High- 
Ur*J C* mty. Jones is also an 
<*>r> star and appeared with 
StrlnfSiean nn the television va¬ 
riety show. "Hee Haw.” 

L The bodies of Strlngbean and his 
wife Estelle were discovered by 
► femes about 6:30 a.m. Sunday 
when Jones came to the house 


to meet his long-time friend for 
the hunting trip. 

This would have been String- 
bean’s first trip to Highland, 
Mrs. McCray said, adding that 
he had planned to come on at 
least two other occasions and 
then had to cancel his plans. 
She said Grandpa Jones has visi¬ 
ted Highland a number of times, 
staying at first at a camp Im¬ 
mediately below Headwaters 
owned by Dallas Covey and for 
the past two years at Joe Wheel¬ 
er's camp on the Cowpasture 
River. 

Strlngbean and Grandpa Jones 
were planning to stay at the 
Wheeler camp on this trip^ Mrs. 
McCray said. 

Mrs. McCray, a well-known lo*- 
cal banjo player who has ap¬ 
peared on the Grand Ole Opry 
show, said "Fve been playing 


the banjo ever since I was eight 
and I’m almost 85 now and 
(Stringbean's) one of the best 
I’ve ever picked the banjo with." 

During her visit to Nashville, 
Mrs. McCray said, she and seve¬ 
ral other banjo players^ includ¬ 
ing Strlngbean, would play to¬ 
gether while waiting for the Grand 
Ole Opry show to begin. 

“He’s a good banjo picker and 
he can't be beat," she remarked. 

Mrs. McCray said Strlngbean 
and Grandpa Jones were expected 
to arrive in Highland on Sunday. 
"I looked for them all day yester¬ 
day," she said Monday. She ad¬ 
ded she didn't know what had 
happened until she received a 
telephone call Monday morning 
from her daughter, Mrs. Charles 
Phillips of Greenbrier, Tenn., 
who said Strlngbean and his wife 
had been murdered. 

Nashville police said Jones 


found Mrs. Akeman’s body lying 
in the yard in front of the house, 
Stringbean's banjo leaning on the 
front doorway and Strlngbean 
himself lying face down inside 
the house. Strlngbean had been 
shot once and his wife three 
times, police said, adding that 
robbery was the apparent motive 
and the house had been ransacked. 


ihe Oldlvmifc 



“People who turn the 
world upside down are not 
apt to be netting on top of it/* 
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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY LINDA BALENTINE 
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There is a spirit of independence 
at a butchering - A family knows 
where its meat comes from... 
and doesn't rely on store meat.' 









8 w i ,,KXRY hefkner. 

° AGK AND C ARLYLE HEV- 


XER SCRAPE A HOC ST i l H 1 ' ! ' TEAMI>C 
from its SCALDING BATH. 





f iKI.1l > HKVKNKtt %N1> TOM BEVKKAGR READY A 

HIM; KOtt HI TCHKKING. 
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land County, according to a tele- mated at about 7,350. With about 


W.Vo. Judge Issues Ruling Against 
Clearcutting Practices In Forests 


In a landmark ruling recently 
U. S. District Judge Robert 
Maxwell, a federal district judge 
In West Virginia, has declared 
that trees in federally owned 
woodlands must be dead, mature 
or large before they can be cut 
and sold as timber. 

The decision banning clear- 
cutting is based on the 1897 
Organic Act. Clear-cutting Is 
described as the cutting af all 
trees from an area, regardless 
of their size or age. This prac¬ 
tice has been popular partly be¬ 
cause such indiscriminate cutting 
Is generally cheaper than the 
individual harvesting of trees. 
Under the new ruling, individual 
trees must be marked -and de¬ 
signated before they can be cut. 

The ruling on clear-cutting so 
far affects only the Monongahela 
National Forest in the Allegheny 
Highlands of West Virginia, but 
if it is upheld it could establish 
new guidelines for all federal 
timber lands. 

The suit which provoked the new 
r uling was brought by several 
con&er ration 1st organisations. 


Judge Maxwell said fee Organic 
Act of 1897 “constitutes a clear c 
directive from Congress to fee 
persons charged with the ad mini- 1 

stratlon of the national forests, 
that trees can be sold only If 
they are dead, matured or large 
growth, and then may be sQidonly ' 
when the sale serves fee purpose 
of preserving and promoting fee 
younger growth of timber on the 
national forests/’ Judge Maxwell I 
also ruled that Congress has full 
authority over fee methods used, 
not to be decided by forest 
management. 

This decision comes at a time 
when the Nixon administration 
has been trying to keep lumber 

(Continued on page 5) 
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1 HIS OU> SCHOOL PICTI’KE may have been taken in the named Burns, with a Mr. Baldwin on his right John Cobb of 

l.iitle Valley area near Botar. The Bath County Historical So- Bolar is thought to be one of the children. 

K ay« the man in the middle of the back row may have been _ 
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Environmental Studies Being Stressed 


Pumped-Storage Project 
To be Largest in the World 
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back CREEK - The largest 
pumped-storage project in the 
world is being planned for con¬ 
struction in Bath County by Vir¬ 
ginia Electric and Power Com¬ 
pany at a cost of almost $500 
million. Designed by the Harza 
Engineering Company of Chica¬ 
go ,- the project will have six 
generating units with a com¬ 
bined capacity of 2,100,000watts. 

A license to begin actual work 
on the project is expected to be 
issued in the spring of 1975. 

Exploration and conceptual and 
design work have been in pro¬ 
gress at the Back Creek site 
between Monterey and Mountain 
Grove for some time. A licence 
from ttoe FPC has been applied 
for the design drawings are 
rearing completion. 2,400 people 
• ill be employed to complete the 
project, and vhen the actual work 
be ci-TS* tbey will work 24 -hour 
j: for m ist of the five-year 

period nKpirMl to complete the 
project once the license is is- 
mM. 

Because tr*e electric power can- 
w*. be #- rred, -*»aier will lie stored 
It !»e Mer reservoir to tie 
tferraiH'h a *unnel to the 

ir.+r reservoir when power is 
XL The upper reservoir 
wtoc* pr^nde* 15,500 acre-feet 
•f it btUtd A 900 foot 

f:.; Water b< thr upper 

Mu Will >*•- «( a depth of Up 
to Mm, lewtr The alt# of die 
Met Lm* baeb-. la * natural 
•Me tor thU facility lewutt of 
gt^ir gu klfwwr*, according to 
waarour kmiUaah. rwavdwntgeo- 
*^♦4 to* va pt'*#ect. The rock 
** eui <u« U M and leak, 
he »«M. aed Havre »* »*■* 


stone in the wall of the reser¬ 
voir which could be eroded by 
the water. 

An emergency spillway has been 
provided at the upper reservoir 

which should never be used. 
Klzllbash said the spillway was 
provided In case oXJ*umanerror. 

Should the tunnel leading to the 
lower reservoir ever be-e me 
choked, the spillway would pre¬ 
vent watt-r from flowing over the 
top of the upper dam. 

The lower reservoir is less 
than three-fourths of a mile be¬ 
low the upper reservoir. The 
lower reservoir will provide 30,- 
500 acre-feet of water storage, 
behind a dam more than 150 feet 
high. Water from the lower re¬ 
servoir will supply a recreation 
area downstream. 

The upper reservoir is con¬ 
nected with the lower reservoir 
by a 9,000 foot tunnel at an 
election of 1970 feet above sea 
level at the lower reservoir. 
Water will travel both ways 
through conduits in the tunnels. 
When completed, the reservoirs 
will take six months to fill with 
water from Back Creek, 

Vepco plans call for a recrea¬ 
tion lake south of the lower re¬ 
servoir because the water level 
behind the dam will fluctuate as 
much as 50 feet during a 24 
hour period. Swimming, boating, 
hiking, camping and picnicking 
UclUU** will b* available to the 
public, A rearing station for fish 
in also planned for this site. 
After route BOO Is relocated a 
visitor* renter wiU be located 
nmttT the lower dam. 

Geuingiftf M iteruor hmlbash 
praised the protect se s eound 



one. He sai d the location was 
the most Ideal she he knows of, 
because of the natural walls for 
the reservoirs provided by the 
surrounding geologic formations. 
He said the site is not only su¬ 
perb, but is also economical, 
Kizilbash said that protecting 
the ecology i*f the ire a has been 
c . v ldered of first Imporia; A 
In *he design of the project, 
that the environment will be left 
as nearly unchanged as possible. 
When completed^ he said, the 
project will only be visible from 
the air. Tests for water purity 
taken each day have shown no 
contamination from on-site work 
done by engineers. Devices which 
measure movement to one one- 
thousandth of an inch have shown 
no movement from test drilling. 
In one location alone, Kizilbash 
said, $2,000 has been spent to 
restore the vegetation that was 
removed in preparing the test, 
drilling site, so that it will not 
be a scar on the landscape. Water 
temperature will not be changed 
more than 3 degrees. Not even 
the construction roads will be 
visible when the project is com¬ 
pleted. __ 

Maple Queen's 
Contest, Ball 
Friday Evening 

Monterey - Arnold Feleher of 
WSYA TV will be master of 
cereiiKmies Friday, when a Maple 
Queen will he chose® to reign 
over Highland County’s annual 
Muple Festival. Hie will 

be crowned by test year's winner, 
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’*' hi i< )>rint projection of the Vepco pumped-storage project on Back Creek. 
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Mobile Home Rulings 


MONTEREY - The Highland 
County Board of Supervisors has 
granted a third public hearing oc 
the trailer ordinance at their re¬ 
gular meeting Monday. The hear¬ 
ing will be Friday, April 19 at 
the courthouse. 

This new hearing was set after 
co m plain ts of discrimination 
were voiced by trailer owners. 
Attorney John Lohr, who had also 
represented the trailer owners 
at the March Supervisors meet¬ 
ing, said the trailer tax discri¬ 
minated against “homeowners 
with metal walls as opposed to 
homeowners with brick walls/’ 
Lohr said the Planning Commi¬ 
ssion had recorrt maided the trail¬ 
er ordinance be repealed because 
everything in the trailer ordi¬ 
nance is contained In either the 
state-wide building code or in the 
zoning ordinance, except for the 
a nn u al license fees which hie 


group objects to. 

Austin Shepherd, Planning Com¬ 
mission secretary, suggested 
one-time “set-down” fee on all 
trailers brought into the county 
after the ordinance goes into ef¬ 
fect. He said trailers which had 
been in the county before that 
time could be exempt from the 
fee. 


The proposed amendment, which 
would replace Article 2-17 of the 
trailer ordinance, would allow for 
lecals to be placedon all trailers 
in the county to show compliance 
with toe ordinance. They would 
be something like county auto 
stickers. 

lo another action, the super¬ 
visor* passed a resolution ask- 
i-c that Laurel Fork be manag¬ 
ed a* * multi-use area, with i*> 
•iiknaw a* part of the manage- 
MUn, Supervisor Hoy Ro- 
WrtfeM* stated that In his opinion 
‘I***«j fork will never be any- 
s wildwmees any- 
t# h*’ fW re*»>kjtian arillbeaent 
^ snd r.AtkMl r*&*e»«n- 

l <t»Su 



Criminal Justice Training Cen¬ 
ter at Blue Ridge Community 
college, told the board that Rig*'1 
land County can sponsor the 
training center along with otfcer 
Virgima counties and cities at a 
yearly cost of SI 7.75, which would 
entitle the county to send law 
enforcement officers to any of 
the law enforcement classes at 
the center. The yearly cost in¬ 
cludes tuition and materials as 
well as a room and three meals 
per day at a Holiday Inn. The 
costs would have been S60-$75 
per man for each six weeks 
school if the board had decided 
not to sponsor the center. The 
costs to the county is based on 
population and the number of 
police officers. 

Sheriff Glen Hammer said the 
county will have to hire another 
law enforcement officer in 1975, 
and that all officers will have to 
attend the school. 

The board heard complaints 
from David C. Smith and Hubert 
Hannah about the condition of the 
county landfill. Smith, an ad¬ 
joining landowner, said trash is 
littering his property and fire Ls 
a threat. Burning is not lawful 
in a landfill. Hannah complained 
about the general misuse of the 
landfill and asked that the su¬ 
pervisors meet their responsi¬ 
bilities by setting up guidelines 
for the use of the area. The 
supervisors agreed to meet with 
town officials, to set hours and 
rules for the dump, which is 

partly owned by the Town of Mon¬ 
terey. 

The supervisors appointed Mar¬ 
vin L. Eagle to the county Wel¬ 
fare Board, to fill the unexpired 
term of Carlton Hull. 

Harry Puffenbarger was ap¬ 
pointed to serve on the Potomac- 
Shenandoah River Advisory Com¬ 
mittee of the State Water Con¬ 
trol Hoard. 

The Supervisor* set the salary 
for the county land appraiser at 
$T*u plus $400 for eipweiti. 
The secretary will receive $2.50 
per hr-ur for her wort and the 
r eappraJeemecti board *U1 be 
paid tJD per day. 
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